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LEARNING FROM BABASAHEB
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New Delhi: One of modern
Indials architects — Babasaheb B.R.
Ambedkar — was born 132 years
ago today. His remarkable life
remains an enduring inspiration for
all Indians. Babasaheb Ambedkar
developed his talents as an econo-
mist, jurist, scholar and politician, ris-
ing up from a modest background
and struggling against poverty and
caste—based discrimination. As a
social reformer, he struggled
throughout his life for justice on
behalf of Dalits and all other back-
ward communities. As a political
philosopher, he rejected the caste
system, imagining instead a society
with justice for all, based on the
cherished values of liberty, equality
and fraternity. Babasaheb
Ambedkarls leadership in drafting
newly—independent Indials
Constitution gave him the opportuni-
ty to cement these values into the
foundations of our nation and its
government.

As we honour Babasahebls lega-
cy today, we must remember his pre-
scient warning that the success of
the Constitution depends on the con-
duct of the people entrusted with the
duty to govern. Today, the regime in
power is misusing and subverting
the institutions of the Constitution
and weakening its foundations of lib-
erty, equality, fraternity and justice.
Liberty is threatened by misusing the
law to harass people rather than to
protect their rights. Equality is
assaulted by favoured treatment to
chosen friends in every sphere, even
as the vast majority of Indians suffer
economically. Fraternity is eroded by
deliberately manufacturing an
atmosphere of hatred and polarising
Indians against each other. The
resultant injustice is amplified by
pressuring the judiciary through a
sustained campaign.

This is plain for most Indians to
see. At this junction in our nationls
history, we must act to defend the
Constitution from this systematic
assault. All Indians, wherever they

stand — political parties, unions and
associations, citizens in groups and
as individuals — must play their part
at this critical time. Dr Ambedkarls
life and struggle teach critical les-
sons, which can serve as a guide.

The first lesson is to vigorously
debate and disagree, but ultimately
work together for the nationls inter-
est. The history of Indials freedom
struggle is full of sharp disagree-
ments among Mahatma Gandhi,
Jawaharlal Nehru, Dr Ambedkar,
Sardar Patel, and many others.
These debates naturally attract inter-
est, as they offer many perspectives
on serious questions about our
future. But we must not forget that
ultimately, all the eminent men and
women who fought for our freedom
worked together for our independ-
ence and to shape our nation. Their
ups and downs at different times
only show that they were fellow trav-
ellers on a common journey, and
they were well aware of the fact.

Dr Ambedkarls conduct as the
chairman of the Constituent
Assemblyls Drafting Committee
exemplifies this principle. Even a
glimpse at the debates shows that
he was a true democrat. He dis-
cussed his ideas, heard vigorous,
sometimes vicious, disagreements,
defended his principles, and
changed his mind when needed. In
his final speech, he particularly
acknowledged his gratitude to his
ideological opponents. He also
shared credit with the other mem-
bers of the Committee, his team, and
the Congress Party, which he said
was "entitled to all the credit for the

smooth sailing of the Draft
Constitution" through its discipline.
Today, all of us fighting to defend
Babasahebls Constitution must
remember this sense of unity of pur-
pose despite differences in views.

The second lesson is to encour-
age a spirit of fraternity, the bedrock
of the nation. Babasaheb believed
deeply in the importance of nurturing
a brotherhood of Indians as one peo-
ple, saying "without fraternity, equal-
ity and liberty will be no deeper than
coats of paint." In his final speech,
he discussed how the caste system
strikes at the roots of fraternity —
and called it "anti—national". This
phrase is abused by those in power
today, but Dr Ambedkar explained its
true meaning — the caste system is
"anti—national" because it brings
about separation, generates jeal-
ousy, antipathy — in short, because
it divides Indians against one anoth-
er.

Today, the real kanti—nationalsl
are those who are misusing their
power to divide Indians against one
another — on the grounds of reli-
gion, language, caste and gender.
Thankfully, despite the regimels
efforts, the sense of fraternity runs
deep in Indians. The example of
crores of Indians from all walks of life
who protested against religious divi-
siveness, raised their voices for
livelihoods of farmers, and helped to
their best abilities during the Covid—
19 pandemic proves this beyond
doubt. We must always nurture this
sense of brotherhood and defend it
from attacks — in our households,
communities, and organisations.

The third lesson from Dr
Ambedkar is to always fight for
social and economic justice. Dr
Ambedkar fought for the rights of
Dalits as well as the rights of all indi-
viduals and communities who were
marginalised. The system in the
Constitution for backward classes
and minorities is flexible and expan-
sive, and has enabled progressive
action for their welfare. For example,
Article 340 provided for a
Commission to investigate the condi-
tions of backward classes which was
the basis of the Mandal Commission.

In his private life too, Dr
Ambedkar was a campaigner for
social and economic justice, with his
writings relentlessly attacking
untouchability and the caste system,
rationally exploring Indials great reli-
gions, and his attempts to organise
Dalit communities to claim their
rights.

Today, the challenges of ensuring
social justice have taken new forms.
The economic reforms of 1991 intro-
duced by the Congress government
have increased prosperity, but we
now see growing economic inequali-
ty. Reckless privatisation of public
sector units is narrowing the system
of reservation, which offered security
and social mobility to Dalits, Adivasis
and OBCs. The advent of new tech-
nologies is threatening livelihoods
but also creating opportunities to
organise better and ensure greater
equality. The challenge is to learn
from Babasaheb Ambedkar and
ensure social justice in these chang-
ing times and act on our convictions
in our public and private lives.

It is fitting to end with Babasaheb
Ambedkarls last words in the
Constituent Assembly: "If we wish to
preserve the Constitution... let us
resolve not to be tardy in the recog-
nition of the evils that lie across our
path... nor to be weak in our initiative
to remove them. That is the only way
to serve the country. I know of no
better." These words must be our
resolve in the years to come.

Sonia Gandhi is the
Chairperson of the Congress

Parliamentary Party
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New Delhi: Senior Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi is likely to
meet Shiv Sena (UBT) chief
Uddhav Thackeray in Mumbai,
party MP Sanjay Raut has indicat-
ed amid reports of the Gandhi fam-
ily scion reaching out to regional
parties to stitch up a coalition
against the BJP.

Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge and Gandhi are meeting
leaders of various opposition par-
ties. They have already had dis-
cussions with NCP chief Sharad
Pawar and JDU leader and Bihar
chief minister Nitish Kumar.
Venugopal is coming to Mumbai on
Monday for a meeting with
Thackeray during which details of
a meeting between Thackeray,
Gandhi and Kharge will be dis-
cussed." Raut said on Friday.

The Sena leader further said
that he had invited Gandhi to visit
Mumbai during an interaction with

the latter and Sonia Gandhi in
Delhi. Later, Kharge and
Thackeray spoke on the phone
over it, he added.

The Venugopal—Thackeray
meeting is important in the back-
drop of differences between the
two parties over the V D Savarkar
controversy. Recently, there were
reports of cracks in the opposition
Maharashtra Vikas Aghadi after
Pawar expressed his reservations
over a JPC probe, as demanded
by the Congress, into the Adani
Group issue.

All opposition parties would
come together to fight the 2024
Lok Sabha polls and Gandhi would
be the anchor for such an alliance,
Raut said. "Gandhi is a popular
leader and people will stand with
him in his fight against the BJP dic-
tatorship. We have to keep our dif-
ferences aside and ensure unity.
The MVA will win 40 out of the 48
Lok Sabha seats in Maharashtra."

Rahul Gandhi may meet Uddhav
Thackeray in Mumbai soon

LIVE: Congress President Shri

Mallikarjun kharge inaugurates 'Jai

Bharath Satyagraha Sabha' and

addresses the public in Telangana.

Congress President Shri Mallikarjun
Kharge  received by Telangana

Congress  President Shri Anumula
Revanth Reddy  and state congress
workers as he arrived in Telangana.
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Former Deputy
CM of Karnataka

Shri Laxman
Savadi  joins the
Congress in the

presence of KPCC
PresidentDK

Shivakumarr  ji
and Karnataka

In—
ChargeRandeep

Singh Surjewalaa
ji, today.

Led by KPCC President Shri K Sudhakaran  , the
Thrissur district Congress Committee conducted a

night march in support of Rahul Gandhi  ji's efforts to
uphold India's democratic values.We condemn the fas-

cist BJP's shameful bid to suppress his voice in the
Parliament.

Best wishes to everyone on the auspicious occasion of
Puthandu, Maha Bishuba Pana Sankranti, Bohag Bihu
and Baisakhi. May the year ahead be filled with love,

harmony and prosperity for all.


